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1924 Arlette saw light of day, June 22d.at midnight daylight savings time putting her real birth date June 21st.
      1930 Entered primary school, was a teacher’s pet throughout her elementary grades 

1937 Age 16; decides to become a teacher and enters normal school
1940 May 10th. Nazi Germany invades Belgium, Holland and Arlette and her family decide to escape to France abandoning everything behind. However, have to return to their native Brussels just a few weeks later and are forced to live under Nazi domination. Belgians lose their freedom and the allies (Great Britain and France) are losing the war

1941 Nazi civilians move in a vacant apartment in Arlette’s house
1941-1942 Arlette’s father publishes a anti-Nazi newsletter that the children distribute to their classmates. On Sept. Arlette’s brother is arrested and sent to jail for one month. The father continues to print his newsletter urging the Belgians to keep their hopes in an allied victory. The Nazis let people starve- shipping all food produced to feed the German army.
1942 Feb 4th Nazis arrest Arlette’s father mother and brother leaving Arlette and her sister Ginette to fend for themselves. It is a harsh winter and the girls have a hard time getting food. Sometimes they are invited to a friend whose brother (an eagle scout) entertains his friends who are older than Arlette and her sister. It is believed they belong to the Underground…The Nazis discover they were plotting against them, they are found carrying weapons and they were executed without the benefit of a trial. It is very cold that winter and all the pipes in the house are frozen. The girls have to carry water from neighbors in buckets which they keep in the kitchen. In the morning, there is a thin coat of ice on the water….There is no coal either, so the girls have to build a fire in a small stove and must to use wood. They still have to go to school every day. Six months after their incarceration, the family is reunited. The German tenants have to get out of the apartment because Arlette’s father didn’t declare it to the German authorities.

1942 August Nazis start to round up Jews in the neighborhood. Since the apartment is vacant it becomes an ideal place to hide family’s Jewish friends. Arlette meets some Polish Jews hiding in a small town and becomes a “mule” bringing food and rendering services to people she hardly knew. She works closely with an association headed by a monk. She is asked to bring Jewish children to Convents where they are hidden by the good nuns

1943 It is not getting better for the Belgian people. The young Belgian men (17 and older are being taken by the Nazis and sent to Germany to work in ammunition factories. Arlette loses many friends in the allied bombings.

News of the war are getting better…There is optimism.   They see the light at the end of the tunnel. Nazis are losing big time in Russia. They become very cruel to people who resist them.

1944. There is no more food to be had then a miracle happens. Fish which had not been permitted to be caught in the North Sea because of the explosive mines planted there, are being caught in shallow waters and feed the population of Belgium. Without that blessing people would have perished. Arlette’s mother is pregnant and in March a new baby boy is added to the family. On June 6th.1944 The Allies land in France and beat the heck of the Nazis. Brussels is liberated in September of the same year but the war continues. Arlette volunteers in a Hospital in Brussels and sees her beloved Allies being wounded by the Nazis. The Battle of the Bulge happens in Belgium and the Allies suffer a setback. BUT General Patton a GREAT American soldier saves the situation.

1945 The Allies discover the Concentration Camps, and Arlette’s friends are coming back looking more like skeletons than human beings.

Arlette’s father rounds up traitors who have collaborated with the Nazis. Arlette discovers the whereabouts of the German civilian woman who had denounced her parents to the Nazis. She makes sure the authorities send her packing back to Germany. She also  finds out that the woman’s husband had been killed in Russia. She feels sad about the whole thing…but Justice must prevail. The war ends for Europe on May 9th.
1946 Arlette graduates from College and decides that being a hostess for the Belgian Airlines is more glamorous than being a teacher.

1947 On October 7th Arlette is sent to New York by the Belgian Airlines (SABENA) and falls in love with NY City meets her husband who is also working for SABENA.
1948 On January 31st. Arlette marries Lansing and settles in Greenwich Village. They have 2 children: Leslie and Lance.

1952 Arlette and her family move to South Dennis, NJ. Arlette decides that being a teacher is more glamorous than being a home maker. She enrolls at Rowan University to continue her studies and becomes an accredited US teacher.

1960 Arlette and family greets another baby girl Gabrielle

1965 Arlette teaches at St. Joe’s in Sea Isle City. NJ, where she befriends the lovely Sisters of Mercy….Great women, great fun.
1971 Arlette teaches in Avalon and meets many wonderful teachers (such as Mrs. Brewer) and great kids such as RJ Soens and his brothers and cousins.

1996 Arlette loses her husband 

2005 Arlette writes a book and goes to the great schools of Cape May County to talk about her adventures

2007 Arlette meets RJ Soens’ son, Matt Soens
