Four Basic Comma Rules 

1. Use commas to separate items in a series of three or more.

Subjects in the curriculum include Language Arts, math, and science.
-or- Subjects in the curriculum include Language Arts, math and science. 

(Note: the comma separating the second-to-last from the last item in the list is optional.)

· Go up two flights of stairs, turn right, walk to the end of the hall, and you will be there. 

· The receptionist will admit you, the radiologist will x-ray you, the nurse will prepare you for surgery, and the surgeon will operate. 

2. Use a comma to separate independent clauses (complete thoughts) when they are joined by these transition words: 

	and
	or
	for
	nor
	so
	but
	yet


· Max started writing the draft two weeks ago, and he completed it today. 

· We wanted to go to the movie, yet the idea of a quiet afternoon playing video games was also appealing. 

· I have no intention of working when I  finish my homework, nor do I intend to do your homework . 

3. Use commas to separate independent clauses (complete thoughts) from the word or words that introduce them.

· If I could relive my teenage years, I would do many things differently. 

· However, Max had a different theory. 

· As a student, Ron had dreamed of being an Olympian athlete; unfortuately, his health made his dream impossible. 

· By the time we got home, the late night news was over. 

4. Use comma(s) to separate from the rest of the sentence any word or expression that is not essential to the sentence's meaning 

· Writing essays is not difficult, if you plan them well. 

· Rod Serling, a television writer, wrote The Twilight Zone. 

· Ryan, predictably, will earb an A this marking period. 

