Gary Soto Webquest

ADAPTED FROM http://www.sdcoe.k12.ca.us/score/soto/sotosg1.html
DEVELOPED BY Barbara Garrison; Modified by Kathy Brewer

Introduction

Gary Soto is an acclaimed poet, essayist and fiction writer. He won the Before Columbus Foundation Award in 1985 for Living up the Street, his first published book of prose. His short story collection, Baseball in April, was listed as one of the American Library Association's Best Books for Young Adults. The streets and neighborhoods of Fresno, California, are an integral part of his writing. He has said, "For me streets have always mattered. I conjure up inside my head an image of our old street in south Fresno." The area where he grew up was much like the barrios he writes about complete with junkyards and big factories all around. In this activity you will visit Fresno, the town that is the setting for many of his stories. 

Task

In this activity you will write an interview between an investigative reporter (you) and the author, Gary Soto (your partner). 
Using an online map, you will research the landmarks such playgrounds, parks, malls or major highways.  Fresno, California is part of the author’s background.  Since Fresno is the setting of many of Gary Soto’s stories and a place he has lived, use the names of real places and streets. After writing your interview, you and your partner will present/act out the interview before the class.  Example: http://summerreading.nypl.org/read2003/chats/avi.cfm 
The Process: Exploring the Web, Creating a Product.

Step 1 Many of Gary Soto's stories take place in Fresno, California. They are about neighborhood adventures of children or teenagers.  Make up your own title for the interview as if you were publishing it in a kids’ magazine. 

Step 2 Got to these sites, http://www.fresnocvb.org/index.html , http://www.fresnocvb.org/maps&facts/downtown_Fresno.htm or http://www2.scholastic.com/teachers/authorsandbooks/authorstudies/authorhome.jhtml?authorID=89&collateralID=5285&displayName=Biography to find 3 details about the setting of his stories, a Fresno, California neighborhood (names of stores, climate, schools).
Step 3 Use this online map of Fresno, CA to find 3 landmarks to use in your story such as parks, malls, rivers or freeways http://www.mapquest.com/maps/map.adp?city=Fresno&state=CA
Step 4 Use the zoom feature on the map to zoom into the area around each of the 3 landmarks and write down the names of 3 streets that are in the area to add more details.
Step 5 Research autobiographical information from Gary Soto’s official site: http://www.garysoto.com/index.html to gather interesting facts about his life to include in your interview. You may also research biographical information from http://www.unomaha.edu/~unochlit/soto.html . Remember, you want your interview to be different from other people’s so dig deeply for interesting facts.
Step 6 Write your interview (
Step 7 Present!!

Evaluation 

You and your partner will be evaluated on a 3-2-1 rubric scale (3= exceptional, 2=good, 1=fair).

· Content

· Organization

· Quality of questions and answers 
· Creativity of written product

· Creativity of presentation
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