Mrs. Brewer’s Web Quest: Monsters on Maple Street 
By Rod Serling

This activity is designed so you can prepare for the reading and comprehension of the story, Monsters on Maple Street. Follow directions carefully as you begin to enter the Twilight Zone.

Task

Your goal is to find out as much as you can about Rod Serling and his Twilight Zone. 

You will work with a partner to accomplish this lofty goal.
· First, each of you will write a definition of a monster.
· One of you will research Mr. Sterling’s background,

· The other will research the history and content of the Twilight Zone.
· You both will record your answers in a WORD document

· When finished, together, you will create a rap, poem, or jingle to advertise the story we are about to read.


Researcher 1- Use the websites provided to answer the following questions:

1. Where did Rod Serling grow up?
2. What college did he attend? What subjects did he switch to?

3. What was his first radio script? Why do you think it was a radio script?

4. How many rejections did he receive before his scripts were successful?

5. How old was he when he died?

http://www.scifi.com/twilightzone/serling/ 


Researcher 2- Use the websites provided to answer the following questions:

Visit the Second Season Episode Guide for the Twilight Zone. Read about the plots of some Twilight Zone episodes and answer the following questions: 
   1. Why do you think the series was called the Twilight Zone?

2. The introduction to each episode referred to a "fifth dimension beyond that which is know to man." What do you think that meant?                                               
3. Which episode of the Twilight Zone best fits your definition of the fifth dimension?   
4. Based on what you've just read, what kind of monsters do you expect to see in The Monsters are due on Maple Street?
Together, create your jingle!! Make it clever, relevant, and entertaining!!

For fun, check out this web site: 

http://www.danville.lib.il.us/Pathfinder/rodbin.html#RECREATION  and 
http://www.twilightzone.org/index2.html 
